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MINISTERS OF THE CROWN — PORTFOLIO RESPONSIBILITIES 

85. Hon ED DERMER to the Minister for Training: 
Does the minister agree that each function of the Western Australian government should have a minister 
responsible for that function? 
Hon Norman Moore: That seeks an opinion, I would have thought. 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 
I thank the honourable member for the question. I apologise to Hon Ed Dermer for my absence during question 
time yesterday. I was not AWOL; I was paired from five o’clock, but I did hang around in anticipation of being 
asked an early question. 
I am not quite sure of the member’s question to be perfectly honest. Essentially, is he asking me whether each 
area should have a dedicated minister? 
Hon Ed Dermer: I am happy to repeat the question. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: Sure. 
Hon Ed Dermer: Does the minister agree that each function of the Western Australian government should have 
a minister responsible for that function? 
The PRESIDENT: If the Minister for Training wants to answer the question, he may answer the question, but 
there are some limitations. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: I will answer it as best I can. I assume that the member is referring to the fact that I 
am the Minister for Training, as opposed to being responsible for the collective education and training portfolio. 
If the member is referring to that fact, as I have said before, the area of training is burgeoning on a daily basis. 
The expectations and demands of the training portfolio are profound. It is not unusual to have separate portfolios 
for education and training. In fact, now that I am Minister for Training, I can see that having the responsibilities 
of the collective are quite extraordinary, as I am sure Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich can attest. From the perspective of 
the training portfolio, the demands of my role are extraordinary. In that instance, I do not think there is a problem 
in having a dedicated Minister for Training. 
 


